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they are commonly Profligate  Perfons that  Swear, and even

thofe are reprov'd for it,

*              *              #

Let us now juft look over our own Country-men till King
Charles the Second. Shaltefpear takes the Freedom to reprefent
the Clergy in feveral of his Plays ; But for the moft part he
holds up the Funftion, and makes them neither

Much ado about

Act, nor Suffer any thing unhandfom.    In one

Play or two He is much bolder with the Order.

Romeo and

* Sr. Hugh Evans a Priejl is too Comical and
Secular in his Humour. However he underftands his Poft, and
converfes with the Freedom of a Gentleman. I grant in Loves
Labour lojl the Curate plays the Fool egregioufly ; And fo does
the Poet too, for the whole Play is a very filly one. In the
Hiflory of Sr. John Oldcajtle, Sr. John, Parfon of Wrotham
Swears, Games, Wenches, Pads, Tilts, and Drinks : This is
estreamly bad, and like the Author of the Relapfe, d^c. Only
with this difference -, Shakefpears Sr. John has fome Advantage
in his Chara&er. He appears Loyal, and Stout ; He brings in
Sr. John ABon3 and other Rebels Prifoners. He is rewarded by
the King, and the Judge ufes him Civilly and with Refpect.
In fhort He is reprefented Lewd, but not Little; And the
Difgrace falls rather on the Perfon, then the Office. But the
Relapfers bufinefs, is to fink the Notion, and Murther the
Character, and make the Function defpicable: So that upon
the whole, Shakejpear is by much the gentiler Enemy.
[pp. 125, 126.]
*              *              #
In the mean time I fhall take a Teftimony or two from
Shakefpear. And here we may oblerve the admir'd Falftajfe
goes off in Difappointment. He is thrown out of Favour as
being a Rake, and dies like a Rat behind the Hangings. The
Pleafure be has given, would not excufe him. The Poet was
not fo partial, as to let his Humour compound for his Lewdnefs.